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Fiction 
MUST BOOKS 
Note:- One important book scheduled for this publication fortnight is late in coming 


through, so report must be postponed to next issue. Ann Bridge's ENCHANTER'S NIGHT- 
SHADE - Little, Brown, scheduled for October 22. 


octoper5 1 ///% 


Halper, Albert THE CHUTE Viking 


Halper is the foremost of the proletarian writers today and this is his 
most ambitious book, and singularly timely in its analysis of the inside of labor 
conditions in a big organization. He still avoids the trammels of plot structure, 
and cross sections his subject, pointing up his underdogs with subtle characteriza- 
tion which sometimes becomes caricature, and inclining towards thinness in depict— 
ing his executives. His sympathies are with the little men, and he handles them 
with understanding poignancy, bitterness, tragedy, flashes of joy. A Chicago mail 
order house is his setting. The order pickers, the truckers, the clerks, the straw 
bosses — he makes them live. His central figure is a young order picker, with 
ambitions which he is on the verge of realizing, when his sister's "carelessness" 
forces him down again to the grinding routine he hates. "The chute" is the symbol 
of the downward trend and the pace of the life. $2.50 


A Few Good Fiction Bets 


Small choice, but don't overlook R. H. Baptist, A CARGO OF PARROTS (Little, Brown); 
POINTLESS KNIFE by Constance Dodge (Covici, Friede); Norval Richardson's FORGOTTEN 
LADY (Lippincott) and Janet Dietrick's TOMORROW THE ACCOLADE (Doubleday, Doran). 
Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


October 1 
Phillpotts, Eden THE WIFE OF ELIAS Dutton 


A story about a murder, but in no sense a mystery story. Can't see even 
a plus sale for mystery fans, except that peculiar brand of mystery fans who salute 
Eden Phillpotts as the master of them all. (I don't think they really qualify, in 
the present day definition of the term, but they do exist, and this book is for 
them). Once again, the whole stress of the book is the gradual build-up of the 
village background, truly rural and very folksy. Two plots go step by step, the 
romance that develops between the errant bachelor whose aunt persuades him to marry 
to supply an aid for her declining years, and the girl she picks out (and then turns 
against in jealousy and hatred). And the triangular romance between an old woman, a 
hen-pecked inn keeper. Ultimately, the murder is committed by the wrong person and 
the wrong person .is convicted, despite confessions ad lib. You know your market.$2,00 
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October 7 


C S.M. BROTHER PETROC'S RETURN Little, Brown 


This is a religious book, and can't escape being so defined, even though 
it is a novel and not wholly Catholic (October Catholic Book Club selection). The 
pages are turned back to 1549, with the death of a Benedictine monk in Cornwall, and 
the evacuation of the monastery. Then forward to 1949, with the Benedictinesagain 
installed and with the rebirth of Brother Petrcoc. The core of the book lies in the 


evaluation of the religious philosophy of today and of medieval times, with the mir- 
acle, a pretext to focus the two aspects. A book of somewhat limited appeal, though 


a difficult subject is gently and skilfully handled. $1.75 
October 8 

Baptist, R. Hernekin A CARGO OF PARROTS Little, Brown 

ad Another of the novelettes submitted in the contest and chosen for publica 


tion. The whole group shows an extraordinarily high level of literary merit and 
interest. This is one of the best, - the story of Ramazzini, an African native, 

faced with the charge of his dead master to deliver his cargo of parrots to England, 
and of the problems he faces in the jealousy and resentment of the sadistic first 

mate on the small vessel, who resents the Negro's imperturbability Ramazzini solves 
the ultimate problem with the one solution ke recognizes, death. The bird boy typi- 
fies the spirit of his race, - power, sagacity, loyalty, inscrutability. The parrots 
signify the country, its exoticism, brilliance, mystery. There is color - and drama - 


and portraiture of a race and a land. A brief book in compass, but not in implica- 


tion. $1.25 


October 11 


Morgan, Beatrice Burton LITTLE TOWN Farrar é@ Rinehart 


Very quiet, ultra-~conservative moral small-town tale from an indefatigu— 
able author. There's a virtuous sister, a brother out of a job, a dream man - 
strong, uncompromising, attractive - a wild and selfish sister-in-law. You can 
guess the rest. But it comes out all right (it would) and your elderly rentalers 


will like it. $2.00 


October tm 
Benet, Stephen Vincent THIRTEEN O'CLOCK Farrar & Rinehart 


Short stories, well-written and varied in theme and in interest. The now 
familiar The Devil and Daniel Webster, is included, with another in the same vein,- 
Daniel Webster and the Sea Serpent, wherein he turns a sea serpent's passion for him 
to the benefit of America. There is a fantasy element in a number of them; and the 
philosophical undercurrent of most of them gives them their special value. Read 
The Sobbin'’ Women and A Death in the Country for the essential quality. $2.50 





Dungan, Alice B. THIS IS PETRA ie & \\ Lippincott 


A story that recalls Jean Webster's Dad?y Long Legs with a bit of Peter 
Pan as a special blend. An unwanted child in an orphanage finds escape in her own 
inner life, with her "shadow" as ¢uide and way of release. He gets her into some 
difficult situations, some amusing ones, some delightful ones and makes of a life 
a real adventure. Sentimental - yes - but that is the market for which a story of 
this sort is written, and they will like it. Plus sale for young people. The 
realism in the orphanage background, etc., is more convincing than thé fantasy 
which doesn't quite come off. $2.00 
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October 15 
@ Hauck, Louise Platt MARRTAGE FOR ROSAMUND Penn 


Mediocre sweetness and light, which the rental Library light-weights and 
the branch public libraries consume with gusto. Sweet, old-fashioned Rosamund mar-— 
ries a Westerner and has a problem to face when her husband backs his lame brother 
in riotous living and brawling. She leaves his bed and board, becomes companion to 
a doctor's elderly aunt, and has a safe and sane flurry with the doctor. Reunion 


ends all. $2.00 
Zweig, Stefan THE BURIED CANDELABRUM Viking 
* The Zweig name will provide an impetus to sales of this fiction made legend. 


Beautifully handled, the story mirrors the tragedy of the Jews of the Roman world 
trying to keep their traditions alive in the midst of scorn and exclusion. The legend 
in the making is created out of the fate of the seven branched candelabrum from the 
Temple of Solomon, seized by the Vandals in the sacking of Rome, carried to Carthage, 
kept there for a generation and taken again in the plundering of the Emperor Justin- 
ian who takes it to Constantinople, The connecting link between the two is Benjamin, 
who as a child was the last to see and touch the candlestick, and at eighty is called 
upon by his people to attempt to rescue it and restore it to Jerusalem. A fable 
which is symbolic of a great race, with its strength and weakness, and which rings 
true to the spirit of legend. The appeal will be first of all Jewish, but it should 
be wider than that, and Zweig's name will give it broader scope. Illustrated by Ber- 


thold Wolpe. $2.50 
wr October 19 

Dodge, Constance W. POINTLESS KNIFE Covici, Friede 

* A romantic novel with a wider appeal than the author's Graham of Claver- 


house. Grand reading for those moments when problems of a remote period (17th 
century) and place (Scotland) seem preferable to today, and escape into romance and 
adventure is a panacea. A blood feud between the MacGregors and the Lowland clans 
forms the background for the stormy and checkered love of a Lowland girl and a High- 
land youth. It has all the ingredients and is done with just the right flair and 
gusto. $2.50 


October 21 
Abbott, Jane ANGELS MAY WEEP Lippincott 


Barbara is a bit on the meek and chaste side; her best friend is reckless, 
impudent, independent. Together, they help Barbara break the reins of her mother's 
government, and start out for themselves on a venture turning a camp into 4 ranch. 
There is the annexation of a man apiece, with the usual thorny road, but all turns 


out well in this best of all possible worlds. Somewhat tepid and banal. $2.00 
October 22 
Flannagan, Roy COUNTY COURT Doubleday, Doran 
@ Not orthodox crime stuff, but a study of a small southern town in the throes 


of the county court sitting, when a case involving the whole town is in the docket. 
The central figure is not the accused, a woman on trial for killing her husband, but 
Captain Jinks, whose complete common sense earns him the reputation of being a half 
wit, and who sets out to save her. He moves in an eccentric way, through the women 
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who love him, the men who trust him, the state trooper who knows the truth, and the 
members of Anna's family. Rather well done, but unpleasant reading, with its share 
of perversions, meanness and pettiness - and the subterranean threads of the town's 


life. Has something of Faulkner without his power; of Caldwell without his humor. 
$2.00 


October 26 
Magaret, Helene THE GREAT HORSE Farrar & Rinehart 


This 1s a narrative poem - and a "discoverers' selection". There have 
been several narrative poems this season, - Painsford's Maid of Orleans, Rodman's 
Lawrence. This is the test of the lot, though it is not consistently poetic and 
is uneven in interest. The story of Joseph Smith, whose work was continued by the 
better known Brigham Young. The story of the Mormon trek, and the descriptive pas— 
sages of the bleak, inanimate plains are far superior to the narrative passages. 
The story of a dauntless group, in search of God and freedom, and of Lucinda whose 
husband is killed and who finally escapes to marry a doctor. The title refers to 
the symbol of the Horse, variously interpreted as the pioneer spirit, liberty and 
achievement. Simple poetry — two rhyme schemes —- a neat job. $2.00 


Announcing for November ? 
Clarke; Sullivan;Held; Lavine THE COCKEYED TWENTIES Vanguard 


An omnibus volume presenting different facets of the '20's. Louts Berr- 
etti by Donald Henderson Clarke, a novel of the gangsters and the underworld during 
bootleg days. Rattling Fhe Cup On Chicago Crime by Edward Dean Sullivan, the story 
of Chicago gang warfare and the rise of Al Capone; Grim Youth by John Held, IPes-, 
school stories of prohibition days; The Third Degree by Emanuel Lavine, an expose 
of police methods. A commentary on a mad period. Pre-publication price $2.50. 

Post-publication price $2.75 


November 4 
Richardson, Norval FORGOTTEN LADY Lippincott 


* Here's romance and glamour and adventure and melodrama; enough of the 
sordid side of a demi-mondaine's life to shock the conservatives, but enough of 

the psychology and the human side to give it pathos. An American wandering in 

Italy meets a beautiful and mysterious woman on an errand of mercy; she befriends 
him, eventually sits for her portrait and gives him the material for her life story, 
to show others how to avoid the pitfalls into which she stumbled. From a forced 
marriage in girlhood, to her mother's ex-lover, she learns escape through education 
and becomes the pivot of the inner circle of Paris, Faubourg St. Germain. But 

she falls in love, and the condemnation when her honesty forbids concealment thrusts 
her onto a path she had not chosen. Murder - divorce - escape with a titledSussian - 
@ simple life which no one credited - a charitable gesture towards a lonely young 
Englishman, misunderstood by all ~ a passionate attachment to a young Italian —- so 
on through the gamut of emotions we follow her. Extremely well done, smooth and 
skilful rendering af a difficult story. Should be the answer to the season's de- 
mand for romance plus. $2.50 





November 5 
Deitrick, Janet TOMORROW THE ACCOLADE Doubleday, Doran 


Army life setting - written from the inside looking in. As a novel it 
may be criticized as overlong and over complicated, but there is an authentic feel 
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to the problems confronting young officers in army posts, finances, special duties, 
commanding officers, the problems of marriage with no home roots and too little to 
do. The young couple of the story are likeable and understandable youngsters; 
there is good dialog, with its quota of army slang. Definitely, a big sale for 
army posts, for towns near by, for people with army affiliations and interests. 
$2.00 


November 10 
Goudge, Elizabeth A PEDLAR'S PACK: And Other Stories Coward, McCann 


Modern fairy tales, which everyone who liked Elizabeth Goudge's delightful 
Island Magic and City of Bells, will enjoy. Some of them start out to be realism 
and somehow, somewhere a twist of faerie creeps in. She does it so enchantingly 
that it is quite forgivable. The stories are thinly plotted, but rich in qualities 
of romance and atmosphere. For the special flavor of the volume, read A Shepherd 
and Shepherdess, Rescue on the Island and The Fee and the Bonnet. $2.50 


November 16 
Borden, Lucille Papin STARFORTH Macmillan 


I did not read White Hawthorne, to which this is a sequel, but found that 
in the main this stands on its own merit, with occasional references to the previous 
book clarified’ as you go along. t is the story of Maris, child companion to Mary 
Tudor, lady—in-waiting to Elizabeth. A dramatic story, in which the struggle of 
the Catholic element for survival against alien forces is a predominant factor. 
Original in conception and execution. Sometimes confused and obscure, but on the 
whole interesting if somewhat mannered. $2.50 


November 19 


Arlen, Michael THE CROOKED CORONET Doubleday, Doran 


Slick and facile tales, purporting to satirize or photograph Mayfair, but 
from that angle one feels that they are done from cutside looking in, and not quite 
to the manner born. Eccentrics all, suggesting a bit of Wodehouse, Noel Coward and 
the old Arlen (a person quite apart from his recent performances). Froth but fun. 


$2.50 
These Books Received Too Late For August Bulletins 
September 22 
Lane, Margaret AT LAST THE ISLAND Harper 


This does not live up to the promise of Farth, Hope, No Charity, although 
it shows some maturing of a sense of construction. One feels that she has become 
a trifle imitative, following a Rose Macaulay bent, perhaps, and the introduction 
of the mildly satiric note takes away from the sympathetic handling of character 
of the earlier book. This is the story of an egocentric novelist who transports 
an oddly assorted family to a Mediterranean island in the hopes of achieving escape 
from the trammels imposed by London society and economic life. Amusing, deft, but 
superficial from the realistic human side. Possibly a third novel will show which 
way she is actually going. $2.50 
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Boyd, Martin THE PICNIC Putnam 


Entertaining writing with caustic commentary on English society and types. 
Not important but amusing time passer for intelligent readers. A family of Austral- 
ians comes to an English village, and curiosity overcomes the local people’s dislike 
of the colontal. Brushes, snubs and outright rudeness make their life none too easy, 
and the climax comes in an enormous picnic where everything goes awry. Not so strik- 


ing a book as The Lemon Farm (Norton publication). $2.50 
October 5 
Challis, George THE GOLDEN KNIGHT Greystone 


The familiar legend of Richard Coeur de Lion and the minstrel Blondel is 
the springboard for this absorbing romance, a tale woven with wit and humor. It tells 
of the king taking the semblance of a plain man, earning his bread as turnspit at an 
inn. But when his boss capitalizes his prowess, his disguise is useless, his iden- 
tity is revealed, and he is seized and imprisoned, to be released through Blondel's 
efforts. Good entertainment in the old Farnol~Hewlett school. Sprightly dialogue, 
occasional burlesquing of the times. Well-paced, except at the start, and original 
in the interweaving of modern and frankly romantic mood. $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


September 17 
Birney, Hoffman DEAD MAN'S TRAIL Penn 


Combination of Western and adventure, a bit fanciful but well told and good 
reading. A deserted bride traces her missing husband to a mysterious valley, and de— 
mands to be taken on the dangerous journey to find him. An ethnologist, whom she 
thinks an ignorant cowboy, acts as guide, with a double purpose, —- the identifying of 
of the leader of a robber band. Good yarn, with a romantic twist. $2.00 


September 23 
Gray, Jonathan THE OWL ; Lippincott 


Plenty of red herrings across the trail, but it is not hard to guess which 
of four golfing companions is the jewel thief. Lowe and loyalty almost cause his 
apprehension, but he goes free. Fairish, $2.00 


September 24 
Knight, Clifford THE AFFAIR OF THE HEAVENLY VOICE Dodd, Mead 


+ The amateur detective of The Affair of the Scarlet Crab is one of the stu- 
dents in a writing course conducted by a detective story writer, and turns detective 
when a murder occurs and the suspicion falls on the teacher. Successive murders to 
cover the first murder make exciting reading. Fair in development, following the 
rules laid down in the discussion of the class. A good ‘un. $2.00 
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Beeding, Francis HELL LET LOOSE Harper 


Swashbuckling adventure, told with finish if a trifle extravagant, but not 
a mystery. Spain is the setting for a story of espionage, surrounding the proposed 
sale of a development of television for military purposes. The story is the tracking 
down of the formula, after the death of both inventor and assistant. Germany and 
Italy, versus France, England and Russia. $2.00 


Morland, Nigel THE CLUB OF THE BRICKLAYER'S AUNT Farrar ¢ Rinehart 


There's a female detective in this rather involved story of a deaf, .iumb 
and paralyzed old lady who is seen and heard, dancing, singing and swearing. A stolen 
library book affords a clue, and Mrs. Pym of Scotland Yard, works with a newspaper 
reporter and rides roughshod over rules to get her criminal. Murder, robbery, et al. 
$2.00 


October 228 
Downing, Todd NIGHT OVER MEXICO Doubleday, Doran 


Not high ranking on the mystery solution side, but an excellent Mexican 
background yarn in which Hugh Remnert finds an overnight shelter with strange people. 


$2.00 
sd November 10 “ 
Gardner, Erle Stanley MURDER UP MY SLEEVE Morrow 
* Not a Perry Mason story, and not up to the Perry Masion standard, even though 


well above average in mystery stories. An American adventurer, returning from China 
and studies in philosophy, new uses the Chinese tactics he has acquired to help out- 
wit the police investigators when he becomes involved in a charge of the murder of a 
blackmailer. His training helps him single out the real murderer. $2.00 


Mann, E£. B. WITH SPURS Y Morrow 


Good average Western with plenty of gun play. Powers delivers his herd to 
the shipping point in Kansas, only to find the town more lawless than ever. His herd 
is raided, he becomes deputy and determines to clean up the town. Double-edged romance 
when a secretary in the office and a gambling girl set out to win hin. $2.00 


November 19 


Seltzer, Charles Alden PARADE OF THE EMPTY BOOTS Doubleday, Doran 


: Good entertainment in a different sort of adventure story. A marshall from 
@ a western community trails his victim east, recovers the gold and goes to a Mississ-— 
ippi town to deliver the stolen money, where he falls in love with the rightful owner. 
It takes a good deal of exciting work in cleaning up some local raiders before she 
: | overcomes her prejudices and sees him as he is. Period - right after the Civil War. 
$2.00 















September 15, 1997 


Non-Fiction 


MUST BOOKS 


Note: The group selected for this section this time are not "must books" in the 
usual sense. The Landau certainly falls into that class; the Ronald Storrs, the 
Lillian Mowrer and the Josephine Johnson are included because from the angle of 
quality they deserve it, and - granted a good start - should achieve the sales they 
deserve; the Dimnet and Mrs. Roosevelt's books will sell on name. Bearing these 
points in mind, analyze the individual reports for your own market. 


September 27 


Landau, Captain Henry THE ENEMY WITHIN Putnam 
** I think it is his best book. Perhaps the cream is off the jug of the sub- 


ject, for the Von Rintelen book ¢gave some of the material here covered, and much of 
it is headline stuff, but nowhere else is the whole story of German espionage in the 
United States told as it is told here. As thrilling as the most absorbing mystery 
story, and constructed in much the same way, as trail after trail is followed to get 
at the facts behind the front. Much of the evidence was old and stale before the 
cases of Black Tom and the Kingsland disaster made it imperative that all the facts 
be in hand, but in unearthing those facts, the intricacy of the whole network was 
laid bare and many other stories revealed. A book for anyone who likes factual spy 
material, mystery thrillers, or historical background material of the war. And that - 
one way or another —- should embrace a wide public. (Tke report has necessarily been 
held to a late date as the 15th is the deadline date for submitting final evidence in 
the case, and no information could be released before that date. All of which makes 


us feel part of the investigation. ) $3.00 


October 18 
Storrs, Sir Ronald THE MEMOIRS OF SIR RONALD STORRS Putnam 


* All who are familiar with Seven Pillars of Wisdom will remember Lawrence's 
tribute to Storrs, and this volume bears out Lawrence's estimate. A fascinating 
book, showing a man of extraordinary versatility and range of interests, humanness, 
sense of humor, understanding and love of the people of the Near East, loyalty to 
superiors, common sense and executive ability. As oriental secretary in Egypt, and 
later political officer in Mesopotamia, and then Governor of Jerusalem and of Cyprus, 
he was admirably equipped for the work he did during and after the war... The book 
gives a rich picture of crowded years and a sympathetic study of life in Cairo and 
Jerusalem and Cyprus, with the terrific problems the British faced. The book has 
many notable studies of great men, Cromer, Kitchener, Lawrence, Allenby, shot through 
with the wonderful flashes of humor and great scholarship. The book interlocks so 
closely with Lawrence's books that it is a "must book" to anyone who enjoyed the oth-- 
ers. At times the style seems difficult, the excerpts from his diaries are condensed 
and choppy, but it is worth the hurdles. Should rank hi¢h on the list of memorable 
autobiographies this Fall. $5.00 
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Lete-Octover bh mess ee. he a 
' 
eet: MY NEW WORLD Simon & Schuster 


Abbe Dimnet has a warm place in many hearts in all sections of this country. 
As lecturer, as guest, as writer for various Reviews and as author of such favorite 
books as The Art of Thinking, he has built up a wide public. This second volume of 
his autobiography recounts his American experiences. From the angle of autobiography 
it is a less important book than My Old World, it seems overechatty and informal, 
scrappy at times, and too subjective and personal to have the philosophical content 
that his first volume had. However, it is more popular for the American public, with 
its wide sweep of cities and towns, and the inclusion of informal bits about people 
everywhere. He loves America and looks at it with rose-colored spectacles, so his 
first halting introduction makes amusing and naive reading. A Catholic audience, 


first, perhaps, but in no way limited to then. $2. 50 
Novembér 4 _b : 2 
Stein, Gertrude EVERYBODY'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY Random House 


Read this fast, with no stops, no emphases, an unmodulated tone, and it is 
intelligible. Stop and think and you lose your way. But for the Stein fans, Gertrude 
Stein is as she is and they like her that way.... This takes up the last two years, 
following the Alice B. Toklas continuity, everyday happenings, Paris, the South of 
France, America, written to sustain her own definition of an autobiography, - "Any- 
thing is an autobiography but this was a conversation." Again she says, - "Everybody 
says something, certainly everybody here does." This is true to some extent and she 
quotes occasionally from Thornton Wilder, Woollcott, Bromfield, Seabrook, Bernard Fay, 
Carl Van Vechten; but on the whole she monopolizes the book. Illustrated. $3.00 


os 


7 
November 10 “ae 


Mowrer, Lillian T. JOURNALIST'S WIFE Morrow 


we As good reading as has come my way for a long time. The wife of Edgar 
Mowrer, whose Germany Turns the Clock Back resulted in his being ousted from Germany, 
has written the story of a European reporter's life from the wife's viewpoint. She 

is quite a person in her own right, and has a gift for writing entertainingly, human- 
ly, and vividly. She manages to convey a great deal of information about conditions - 
social, political, economic - while never making one feel that she is delivering a 
lecture on any one of the countries of which she writes. There is no loss of pace 

or vital interest in looking back, as she recalls their years in Rome ; covering the 
period Of the war, and on through the establishment of Mussolini's regime. There 

are fascinating side excursions, - Albania, etc. Then Berlin, with the whole back-— 
ground leading up to Hitler and Mowrer'‘s book with its consequences. France, just 

at the moment of the recent uncertain days, the strikes, Blum's year of power, and 

his fall. Throughout one feels the personalities of the principals, and a sense of 
coming to grips with the problems they face, a sharing of those problems and an under- 
standing of incidents and circumstances that were previously news stories. It's good 
autobiography - it is good current history - it is good drama. Timely and yet in no 
sense ephemeral. One of the best women's autobiographies of the season. Illustrated. 
$3.50 V 
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November 3+ 


Roosevelt, Eleanor THIS IS NY STORY Harper 


Mrs. Roosevelt's autobiography has been running in the Ladies' Home Journal, 
so the material is probably familiar. It brings her story up to the nomination of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt - not beyond. A very personal story, in the honest appraisal 
of her own youthful problems and shortcomings. It will sell ~ but a critical ap- 
proach to the material forces an acknowledgment of its amateurishness, in rather 
striking contrast to Alice Roosevelt Longworth's autobiography, which might seem a 
fair parallel. By implication, one gets something of the formality of a conventional 
upbringing; one sees her an ungainly, shy girl, a bride completely unprepared for any 
of the responsibilities or claims of marriage or motherhood; but there is no natural 
ease or facility of expression, no ability to paint a period or etch a personality. 

A disappointing book, in its seeming unawareness of the passing scene. And it lacks 


the vigor one associates with its author. “Trae - per® 
Limda -~ $0.00 


November a IG 


Johnson, Josephine YEAR'S END Simon & Schuster 


* A rarely lovely volume of poems, intense, subjective, disenchanted. Year's 
end and world's end, too. Tragic poetry, ardent and deeply felt; never for a moment 
sentimental nor "pretty pretty", but almost unfailing in power and sincerity, and 
frequently with a deep religious feeling. The verse form is sometimes sacrificed 


to content. The shorter poems finer, perhaps, than the longer ones. One of the 
really distinctive poets of our time, is this writer, better known to the public as 


a novelist, a Pulitzer Prize winner. $2.00 
PROBLEMAT ICAL BCOKS 
October 1 
Forbes, Rosita FORBIDDEN ROAD Dutton 


The "forbidden road" is Kabul to Samarkand, and the author travels it alone. 
Possibly not as sustainedly interesting reading as her previous travel book, Women 
Called Wild, but more personal and fairly colorful. She encountered difficulties in 
getting a visa from Moscow to travel through Afghanistan and Central Asia, but event- 
ually succeeded, and went from Peshawar through the Kohat Pass to Kabul, and on to 
Bokhara and Samarkand. The focus of the book is on the people, the changes in their 
economic and social status under the Soviet - "1000 years of progress in a generation." 
Little of personal adventure, but chiefly her interviews with the natives and her ob- 
servations on their schools, factories, etc. Interesting, but less so than Ella 
Maillart, or some of the other travelers in the same region. $3.50 


Marston, William Moulton TRY LIVING Crowell 


A psychologist"s approach to a philosophy of living to the fullest, with 
a basic theory that this is achieved by first, doing the thing you want to do and 
enjoy doing, and second, learning to enjoy doing some of the other contributing 
things which are necessary. Sound doctrine, and a doctrine which should appeal. 
He has made it seem practicable and workable, and the practice points at the end of 
each section give it the aspect of a serious game. His three main sides to the 
triangle of life are living, loving, laughing. He charts roads to each. $1.75 
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October <4 


Repplier, Agnes EIGHT DECADES:- — Houghton, Mifflin 
Episodes and Essays 


A collection of essays by the master essayist of this country today. The 
title selection is autobiographical, touching briefly on highspots of her own life 
at ten, twenty, thirty, and so on. Terse, restrained, surprisingly revealing of a 
personality and individuality. The balance of the material includes critical essays, 
commentaries on current topics, scholarly essays on the classics, graceful essays on 
the passing scene. Always the master touch, a finish that most essayists lack, humor, 
subtlety, charm. $3.00 


Strong, L. A. G. COMMON SENSE ABOUT DRAMA Knopf 


A rather special sort of book, for those interested in the philosophy of 
the theatre, rather than in the routine type of analysis of drama, production, acting. 
Strong approaches the subject with the briefest of backward glances at the history of - 
the peaks of drama - the Greek theatre and the Shakespearian theatre, and then dis- 
cusses reality on the stage, the psychology of drama, its closeness to man's dream 
life, the limitations of time and space and the way in which the dramatist meets then, 
etc. A book for the thoughtful critic and student. $1.50 


October 4 14 


Wells, Carolyn THE REST OF MY LIFE Lippincott 


Casual and informal autobiography with little attempt at chronology or what ~ 
happened and when and where. But through its meanderings, you get the impression of 
a person you would like to know, her interests, her friends, her hobbies. Anecdotal, 
amusing, occasionally a bit dull when she quotes endlessly from letters of fans. The 


sort of book it would be fun to write, but not a book for wide sale. $2.75 
October oS 
Hubbard, Margaret Carson AFRICAN GAMBLE Putnam/ 


No thrills but some human interest in an account of the making of a movie 
of native life in Africa. Margaret Hubbard had made two trips to Africa, and decides 
on the gamble of a third, planned for the purpose of taking pictures in Borotseland, 
via the Zambesi in a tiny craft, and by plane the balance of the way. The natives, 
the making of the film, the experiences in securing a wife for her native boy in order 
to take a native wedding, experiences in a native divorce court, and the efforts to 


make a reluctant lion perform. Fairly pedestrian job. $3.00 
October i1 
Sommerfield, John VOLUNTEER IN SPAIN Knopf 


A well-written book for people who want to know something about the war in 


Spain but who don't want a biased viewpoint or a harrowing book. The author is a 


Communist but makes no attempt to inspire volunteers. He writes of the routine of 
war and not its heroism; there are no romantic adventures and little dramatization of 
horror. Without emotionalism, he demonstrates that he goes to war to save issues 
which are "significant for ourselves and the whole world", in a "conflict that must 
decide whether the enormous new powers that science has given the human race are to 
be used for the organization of decay or for life, for a mechanized barbarism or an 


advance of the human spirit." He reports his experiences with no dramatics and little 
emotion. 


$1.50 
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October 13 


West, Richard, S. Jr. THE SECOND ADMIRAL: Coward, McCann 
A Life of David Dixon Porter 


Adequate and fairly interesting biography of one of our three admirals of 
the Navy. The sort of book for Civil War students, students of naval history, of 
American history, public libraries, etc., but not for wide general sale. The biog 
rapher, a member of the faculty of the Naval Academy has succeeded in lifting the 
cloud of controversy with which subsequent politics enshrouded his name and fame. 
Porter was a progressive and far-sighted man and was up against barriers of tradition 
and reaction. The Civil War phases of the subject are particularly well done and give 


a new slant on Civil War history, with which few readers are familiar. Maps and 


photographs. ¢5.00 


Drew, Elizabeth DISCOVERING DRAMA Norton 


The Enjoyment of Literature and Discovering Poetry are two of the most dis- 
tinguished contributions to ¢eneral literary criticism and commentary that I have 
read, both books that inspire one to reread old favorites and to track down new. Now 
comes Discovering Drama, and for some reason difficult to define, it fails to achieve 
the same sense of adventure and zest which distinguished the other two books. From 
the point of view of information and analysis, it is a thorough and enlightening 
piece of scholarship. From the angle of personal enthusiasm, it lacks the vital 
spark. None the less, it should prove invaluable to the student approaching the sub- 
ject with a certain background and an eagerness for an objective general view. Miss 
Drew is up to the minute in her inclusion of Auden, Isherwood and T. S. Eliot — and 
reaches back into the classics with the Greek drama, $2.50 


Onborse-i a Nhe or, 


MacCurdy, George Grant, editor EARLY MAN Lippincott 


This book brings together 36 papers read at the International Symposium of 
Natural Sciences, and their interest is confined almost wholly to readers interested 
in a technical discussion of the importance of early man. Sale confined to scien- 


tific libraries specializing in advanced aspects of anthropology and ethnology. 
$5.00 


October 15 


King, Caroline Howard WHEN I LIVED IN SALEM (1822-1866) Stephen Daye Press 


A diary now published for the first time. The author has a delightful style 
and her reflections on the present (mid 19th century) and the past make amusing and 
quaint reading today. Gentle ~ quiet ~ delicately flavored, an ideal gift for an 
elderly relative! There are stories of sea captains, of Salem kitchens, of the de- 
light of veal and fried apples, of Sunday in Salem. There are amusing anecdotes of 
Salem people. One wishes she were not so unfailingly the “lady", but since these 
reflections were to be read aloud to younger relatives, intimate thoughts had no 
place in them in those days. Several chapters of this appeared in the Atlantic, and 
the book will doubtless take a place in the records of New England, though we can't 
agree that the sale should be comparable to The Country Kitchen. $2. 50 
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October 15 


Kirby, Helen MARTINGALE Dutton 
The Story of a Foalish Virgin 


Brief four—line verses with a picture accompanying each verse, telling the 
story of the human-horse, Martingale. A mild satire on the debutante who finally 
settles down to marital bliss and bridge and club teas. In this vein:- 

"Of a maid I'll tell you briefly 

Blessed with virtues manifold 

Taught to read and write, but chiefly 

Trained to win a good man's gold." 

In the Parkerish vein - but unoriginal. Can't see much chance for it. $2.00 


Announcing for October 18 


Van Lennep, Gustave A. Jr. A GUIDE TO AMERICAN Macrae Smith 
ANTIQUE FURNITURE 


This was previously published by the Elfts Head Press in 1986, and was re~- 
ported in this bulletin on page 261 of last year. An excellent and useful reference 
book for those wishing quick survey of the subject. $1.25 


Chalfant, Allan B. WHAT'S HOLDING YOU BACK Whittlesey House 


Good commonsense advice, but it lacks the magic of making you think you're 
a great guy and that seems a necessary ingredient for 2 best seller. Addressed par— 
ticularly to people working in an office, points out tendencies in both boss and 
workers that are wrong, suggests importance of forward looking viewpoint, an interest 


in people, cure of fear complexes, importance of concern in business itself, etc. 
$2.50 


October 19 


Waters, Prank MIDAS OF THE ROCKIES Covici, Friede 
The Story of Stratton and Cripple Creek 


A book for the same market to which you sold Ralston's Ring and The Saga 
of the Comstock Lode, though it is a somewhat more journalistic report of Stratton's 
life, with less attempt to recreate the atmosphere and background of the period. A 
man whose life has stamped itself upon Coloradé, but whose fame spread little beyond 
financial and engineering circles outside his own state. His personality lacked the 
glamor of some of his contemporaries, and this meticulous study of the man and his 
career is enlightening and interesting reading. At times one feels that a little 
more selection of detail would have made it a better book, but doubtless it is all 


needed to rescue his reputation from the shadows where it has lain. Illustrated. 
$3.00 


Geteberpp st / 17 }37 
Young, Agnes Brooks RECURRING CYCLES OF FASHION 1760-1937 Harper 


This book is built on the theory that cycles of change in fashions are 
predictable, and that following her charts of these cycles, based on past history of 
dress, would give designers and manufacturers a clue to new trends in advance, She 
weakens her own theory by acknowledging that at the present moment the time has gone 
past the indication of thec);cle for a change. None the less, if the plates are as 
géood as the publishers claim, the book should be invaluable for reference. $3.00 
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October de 
Morgan, Thomas B, A REPORTER AT THE PAPAL COURT Longmans, Green 


The comparison that must be made is with Pope Pius XI and World Affairs 
by William Teeling, published by Stokes on September 9th. The Teeling book is far 
wider in scope, more critical in approach; the Morgan book is a personal and limited 
study of the man, as known to the most favored of the American correspondents. The 
sale of the Morgan book should be wider in Roman Catholic circles, of the Teeling 
book in circles of people interested in the Vatican as a factor in current history. 
The mechanics of the working of the Papal Court are interesting in a limited sense, 
but one feels that the view of the Pope is definitely a biased one. Illustrated. 
$3.00 


Taylor, Deems OF MEN AND MUSIC 1-4 Simon & Schuster 


The market for this book should include that wide public that listens to 
Deems Taylor's admirable broadcasting commentary on the New York Philharmonic Or- 
chestra during the winter months. The running comments on program are eliminated 
and the stimulating discussion of the composers and their works retained and expanded. 
It makes delightful reading and covers a wide range, including the classic masters 
and many of the moderns. In addition there are chapters on such subjects as How to 
Listen to Modern Music, the Conductor and the Orchestra, Stunting, Child Prodigies, 
The Balanced Ration. $2.50 


October 25 


Carlson, Oliver BRISBANE Stackpole 


A biography, says the blurb, of the "Demosthenes of the Barber Shops", 
Arthur Brisbane. Entertaining reading, handled in good, popular, quick-paced vein. 
In spite of the definitely popular handling of the material, it has a ring of auth- 
enticity, and is based on sound factual material. The opening section deals with 
the father, who was his complete antithesis, dreamer, socialist, unworldly. At 18, 
Arthur, the son, was a reporter on the World, and revolutionized the newspaper formula 
by his terse, monosyllabic paragraphs, and his insertion of the melodramatic. But ~— 
a cash register mind soon sells out to the money-bags, and he transferred allegiance 
to Hearst, thus making a combination of the greatest publisher and the greatest editor 
of yellow journalism. Brisbane built up an enormous increase in circulation, his 
Salaries, in all capacities, rated $250,000 per annum. His power was fantastic, and he 
specialized in cheap sensationalism, mud slinging, fakes, hoaxes and the ability to 
mirror the completely average mind and play it up. A biography that will arouse some 
controversy in the newspaper world, but that is good reading, $3.00 


Worth, Kathryn SIGN OF CAPRICORNUS Knopf 


I can't take it - it strikes me as hyper-intellectualized, artificial, 
elusive in meaning, stunt poetry. Pseudo-scientific, love in terms of the Zodiac, 
chemical compounds, test tubes, litmus paper. For example, the first group is a 
sonnet sequence, the poems entitled Catalysis, red nebulae, geological and so on. 

If you like "My trotting heart outlolls its tongue," go to it. $2.00 
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Tupper, Eleanor ¢ JAPAN IN AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION Macmillan 
McReynolds, George 


A timely and informative book for people interested in tracing the rela- 
tions with Japan through the past 75 years, but not a book touching upon the present 
crisis. The authors, basing their information on newspapers, journals, papers, data 
of business organizations, university circles, the church and political documents, 
trace the changes in opinion towards Japan, from the early enthusiasm, to the pres— 
ent agitation against Japanese labor in California, Japanese competition in industry 
and manufacturing circles, and the fear of Japan as a world power in the Far East. 
Not a book for a wide market, but a book for thoughtful readers interested in the 
Japanese problem. $4.00 


omit peer 


Beals, Carleton AMERICA SOUTH Lippincott 


A thorough job, not handled from the tourist angle, but the angle of some~ 
one interested in studying South America and Central America from the scientific, 
economic, ethnological, archeological, social and human aspects. Interweaving his— 
tory and economics, zigzagging across through South and Central America to make his 
points, the author makes a survey which should prove indispensable to anyone wanting 
to go behind the facade which most travel books on our southern neighbor create. At 
times his method is difficult to follow; usually it is clear and interesting, human 
enough and dramatic enough to carry the inevitable statistics and dry facts. Not a 
flattering portrait of our pan-~americanisn. $3.50 


October 7? 
Harvey, Sir Paul THE OXFORD COMPANION TO CLASSICAL LITERATURE Ox ford 


The book falls into two main parts:— 1) the evolution of classical litera- 
ture; 2) historical, social, religious and political background in alphabetical order, 
Some of the material is presented in the form of special articles. A reference book 


for the classical scholar. For schools, colleges, public libraries. $3.00 
sienna vij-aas 
Noel, Conrad THE LIFE OF JESUS Simon & Schuster 


This is a book that belongs, perhaps, in the religious book supplement. 
But it is certain to be a much-discussed and very controversial book, and its general 
reading public will inevitably be widened by the S. & 8S. system of publicizing their 
books. For this reason, the book is being reported here, although it will be re- 
ported in the next religious book supplement as well. First of all, it seems to be 
an attempt to present Jesus as social revolutionary, with a passion for an earthly 
kingdom of social justice. To this end, he gives the first third of his book to a 
study of the Roman Empire, the background against which Christianity was born. Then 
he traces the history of the Jews, and points out the process of disintegration which 
was taking place, and the need for vital reform, and the opportunity at the time of 
Jesus' mission. Finally, he comes to the study of the Christ, and meticulously fol- 
lows the parallel passages of the different gospels, with their elucidation by critics, 
contemporary writers and theologians of subsequent centuries. He attempts to give a 
here-and-nowness to his treatment by the use of present day colloquialisms. This 
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seems hardly convincing. His handling of the apocalyptic thought and expectation 
is negated by his attempt at immediacy. He limits the essential spirit of the 
Christian teaching, seeming almost to apologize for it. And yet at the same time, 
he gives it a certain vitality and becomes its staunchest advocate, tho not as an 
individual thesis but a national one. It is not an easy book to read. At times it 
is quite exciting; at other times irritating. It will be interesting to watch its 


reception over here. It has already started heated discussion in England. $3.75 
Frank, Josette WHAT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN? Doubleday, Doran 
* A Child Study Association project, the joint work of Miss Frank, the book 


committee and Mrs. Gruenberg. Excellent presentation of the moot questions on chil- 
dren’s reading, sanely met, with the child's interest foremost. The reading lists 
will undoubtedly bring counter-lists to the fore, but, all in all, they are well 
selected, and — with few exceptions, obvious after fairly careful examination - the 
classifications under age and subject matter seem sound. A cross index will facili- 
tate reference. An important book for schools, libraries, club groups, etc. $2.00 


November g 


Hilles, Helen Train TO THE QUEEN'S TASTE Random House 


Another intriguing and appetising cook-book. Not a conventional book cov- 
ering all the obvious things available in any one of a dozen excellent books, but a 
clever way to use left overs, to whip a meal together at short notice, to serve some-- 
thing that people will remember rather than the routine things. Planned for the 
housekeeper who has one maid or no maid and who must use economy and short cuts whens 
ever possible. $2.50 


November 4 
Anderson, Robert Gordon VILLON Lippincott 


Not up to the promise held forth by some of the producers quoted. Facile, 
but unoriginal and undistinguished. A libretto for an operetta based on the last 
scapegrace deed of Villon's life, in so far as I know, fictional. On the verge of 
winning the beautiful and nobly—born Denise, he renounces all his evil ways - and 
then gets involved in the looting of a church, and to save a prostitute who is im- 
plicated and threatened with horsewhipping, he takes the blame himself. Denise 
saves him, at price of her hand; and they are caught in their farewells, a duel is 
the result, and both men are slain. Unconvincing characterization - fast paced 
action. The few poems included are rather badly translated. $2.50 _~ 





Cranston, Claudia I'VE BEEN AROUND Lippincott 


A chatty, superficial travelogue, covering Japan, Manchuria, China, the 
Philippines and the Dutch East Indies. Sort of Bob Davis stuff, feminine edition. 
For the woman rental rocker traveler. She seems interested in the obvious things, 
picture postcard impressions, with little notice paid to polities, economic or 
social conditions. Rather sentimental and always belittlin’. $2.50 


Baker, Roy Stannard, editor WOODROW WILSON LIFE Doubleday, Doran 
AND LETTERS Vol. VI 


The market for this sixth volume of the set is easily gauged by the sale 
of the previous books. This volume covers the period from the sinking of the Lusi- 
tania through that trying period when the country was facing war. There will be 
eight volumes in all. Reference and public libraries primarily. $5.00 
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November 5 


O'Brien, Kate FAREWELL, SPAIN Doubleday, Doran 


She loves Spain - this "place of deep dimensions, of realities, and stirr- 
ing shadows" and she writes as the last sentimental traveler. A looking backward 
book, setting down all she remembers of Spain, with real feeling for the country, 
past and present and she goes from one thing to another as reminiscence flashes 
across her mental horizon. No continuity - architecture, countryside, legend, ar- 
tists, historical figures, towns, people, customs — simply her subjective reactions. 


Reads somewhat superficially; in the face of present conditions, seems already 

dated. $2.50 

White, Sara Parker A MORAL HISTORY OF WOMAN Doubleday, Doran 
The author's thesis, — that country rises above its women, and to this end, 


she traces tHe history of women through the ages. She believes in the socializing 
influence of sex, as a constructive influence capable of developing and enlarging 
the sympathies of an individual. Christianity brought equality of women to the fore 
(some students of social problems will take exception to this). Pioneer times gave 
women equality because of the necessity of the work she contributed. The industrial 
age has made women parasitic, and a new type is developing, a "proportionate woman" 
who seeks to adapt herself to present conditions. These conditions make possible 
the use of energies formerly dormant, which can make a real contribution to wealth 
of body, mind and spirit. A scholarly piece of work, enlivened by accounts of par- 
ticular women, but with no popular appeal in the handling. Valuable reference work 
for women's organizations and serious students. Illustrated. $3.00 


November g 28 
Mussey, Barrows, editor WE WERE NEW ENGLAND Stackpole 


The excellent reception afforded E. V. Mitchell's Horse and Buggy Days in 
New England should give a key to the sales possibilities of this book. I found it 
fascinating. An excellent selection of passages from the writings of New Englanders 
of the early days, painting a composite picture of life from the Pilgrims to the 
Civil Warg Every facet cf life is shown:~ social, religious, educational; relations 
with the Indians, inter-community relations; festivals, hey-days and holidays; punish- 
ment and crime; the homes of the humble and the homes of the well-to-do; clothes, 
household furnishings, methods of travel, food, inns and taverns, schools and churches; 
community activities and local government. And all through the words of the people 


to whom the picture they painted ‘was the present. Good Americana, Illustrated. 
$3.50 


November 4 


Webb, Walter Prescott DIVIDED WE STAND Farrar & Rinehart 
The Crisis of a Frontierless Democracy 


Study of the change in the processes since the United States became a 
"frontierless state". The growth of the stranglehold of capitalism. The necessity 
of facing what that involves in the hold of the north over the south and west, the 
few against the many, the financial power over the source of supply. This is a plea 
for a better understanding of the sort of financial empire we are confronting, and of 
taking control from the capitalists before it is too late. One feels that he has put 
the question but given little clue to the answer. A book for those interested in 
various approaches to today's muddle. Not a book for the many. $2.50 
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November 15 











Stetson, Harlan True SUNSPOTS AND THEIR EFFECTS Whittlesey 





One could hardly expect a book on sucu a subject to be entertaining reading 
to the layman, but it is. Very entertaining, and written in such a way that one feels 
that sunspots may become as much a part of popular parlance as complexes and neuroses 
(and that their use as alibis may become as far-reaching). He discusses the matter 
from the scientific angle, and then devotes a large part of the space to the theories 
and the fairy tales that have grown up around sunspots and their effect. or possible 
effect on dispositions, social trends, business cycles, agricultural conditions, even 
on the flight of carrier pigeons. A book which will appeal to those who want their 
science popularized. sathindal 

































Announcing for November 17 
Allen, F. Sturges SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS Harper 


A well-established tool, generally accepted as essential by most people 
who deal with words as their stock in trade. Brought up to date, and will now in- 
clude the vocabulary of the 15,000 pages of the Oxford English Dictionary, omitting 
variants and obsolete words. Alphabetical arrangement. Cross-referencing. New 
market ~- the crossword puzzle and anagram fans. $2800 


Announcing for November 0 cha Mace 
a Sanborn, Pitts - editor THE METROPOLITAN (OPERABOOK of The Simon & Schuster 


Published in collaboration with the Metropolitan. Tells the stories of 
191 operas, with the lives of the composers. Includes short history of the Metro- 
politan Opera Company. Foreword by Edward Johnson. Illustrated with photographs. 


$2250 
Books Received Too Late For Report In August Bulletins 
Pub lished 
Bloy, Leon LETTERS TO HIS FIANCEE Sheed & Ward 


Can see little reason for publishing these. The author spent an unhappy 
youth, became secretary to Barbey D'Aurevilly, and was a devotee of letters and 
Catholicism. He wrote an unsuccessful novel and on the strength of that, begged and 
borrowed from everyone. Ee met a Scandinavian girl, became engaged to lier and these 
are his letters. They form an endless Jeremiad; they show the man as a vainglorious 
egotist, a failure, a psychopathic case. Pass up. $2.00 





Clunn, Harold P. THE FACE OF LONDON Dutton 


An excellent book for anyone who is going to London to live; but hardly a 
book for a suitcase tourist. Its bulk alone would preclude that. The author plans 
twenty-five walks in London to acquaint yourself with its manifold aspects. He sug— 
gests five long drives to reach less accessible spots. And he traces each step of 
walk or drive with meticulous care, indicating landmarks and giving their background 

z= and history. Liberally illustrated ~ a veritable encyclopedia of London. $3. 50 


Kent, William, editor AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF LONDON Dutton 


On its trail comes an actual encyclopaedia of London, arranged alphabet-— 
ically to facilitate reference. Places, names, people; and within classifications 
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under subjective headings for collective treatment of such things as bridges, museums, 
restaurants, inns, etc. Useful for reference. Illustrated. $2.50 


Published 


Special announcement. Extensive advertising has attended the launching of the Modern 
Age books, so I wrote asking for specific information. In return, I received - boxed 
a set of the eight volumes included in the first publication, listed as follows. 


Fischer, Marjorie RED FEATHER -~- - $,.25. paper -~$,50 cloth 
Minton & Stuart MEN WHO LEAD LABOR - $.35 paper -—$.85 cloth 
Acier, Marcel, editor FROM SPANISH TRENCHES 

Kaltenborn, H. V. KALTENBORN EDITS THE NEWS 

Huberman, Leo THE LABOR SPY RACKET 

Gowen, Emmett OLD HELL - - - - — $.25 paper-$.85 cloth 
MacDuff, D. MURDER STRIKES THREE 

Wormser, Richard ALL'S FAIR 


This shows the scope of inclusion, ~ juvenile, fiction, current events, new names, 
familiar names, new books, reprints. The books are well printed, light weight, with 
bindings (in paper) which seems flimsy, but for easy and quick reading and pocket 
carrying, adequate. The general trend in the current problem books is left wing, but 
Sanely so. For example, MEN WHO LEAD LABOR fills a real need at the moment, tracing 
the careers and contributions and present position of the men whose names are in 
common parlance, but who - with the exception of the "tops" — are unfamiliar to the 
man in the street. Watch this experiment carefully. Discounts offered the trade 

are commensurate with the current procedure. The experiment is backed with sub-— 
stantial advertising. 


September 15 


Hommel, Rudolf P. CHINA AT WORK (Reynal & Hitchcock) John. Day 


Sub-title:— "An illustrated record of the primitive industries or Chinese 
Masses, whose life is toil, and thus an account of Chinese civilization." Title and 
sub-title promise more than the book gives. The author neglects to draw the con- 
clusions from his findings, the relations between civilization, the Chinese people 


“and the tools they used. Merely the report of his research, into such a wide range 


of industries as coal mining to rice polishing, cotton ginning to laundry work, 

tree felling to candle making, wheelbarrows to boat building, making of earthenware 
with or without the potter's wheel. Detailed descriptions of the tools used in 
primitive China and the discussion of the processes are more or less interesting as 
to facts, but not general enough to make this an item for general sale or stock. Dis-— 
appointing. $5.00 


September 22 


. Banning Margaret Culkin THE CASE FOR CHASTITY Harper 


The widespread discussion of the article in Readers' Digest will make the 
sale of this pamphlet of considerable interest, Mrs. Banning takes a middle path. 
She holds no brief for the modern trend away from chastity, goes, perhaps, too super-— 
ficially into the basis and reasons for it, but presents a good case, for the young, 
in defense of chastity as a modus vivendi, She understresses the part played by 
emotions, perhaps, but her position is sound, tenable, and a good basis for a code. 

A book which may help the worried parent. $.25 
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September 27 
Bryant, Arthur STANLEY BALDWIN Coward, McCann 


Confessedly a tribute, this small book on the career and personality of 
Stanley Baldwin is much more stimulating reading and more interesting than one might 
expect. His has been a career that would make copy for a success magazine, and yet 
he has emerged from it unspoiled, modest, staunch. The pitiless fire of criticism 
and publicity last winter did not bend nor break him, and after it was over, he had 
held the affection and respect of admirers and won the respect of former critics. 
This traces the events of his life, his position, politically, on moot questions of 
his day, and gives a picture of the man himself. Of chief interest to those who 
have followed English politics, but worthwhile for all readers interested in England's 
ex—prime minister. $2.00 


September 30 
Wilson, Charles Morrow AROOSTOCK: Our Last Frontier Stephen Daye 


The publishers claim for this book that the author has "done a superb job 
of reporting in an untouched area of rural America." For all of me, it could have 
remained untouched. Can see no value nor interest in it, except for those deeply 
concerned in the greatest potato empire of the country. The statistical information 
might have come out of agricultural bulletins, for there is virtually no attempt at 
interpretation, no insight into the character nor economics back of the industry. 


An exceedingly dull book, with no charm nor atmosphere. Illustrated. $3.00 
Pal 
October # }‘ 
Byrd, R. E. EXPLORING WITH BYRD Putnam 
* A late arrival, hence its position. From the angle of sales, it should 


have as good a chance as any of the Byrd books, since it has a good deal of new 
material about his early life and training, the way he happened to get into avia— 
tion, and his early determination to make a career of aviation rather than simply 
serve as a naval aviator on routine work. Skyward, Little America and Discovery 
have covered various aspects of his adventurous career. This book combines the 
best of the three, with careful adaptation to a continuous volume, beginning with 
his Naval Academy training and the accident which put him out of active serwice and 
was responsible for the turn to aviation; then his training at Pensacola; next the 
Greenland experience, which fired him with the enthusiasm for Arctic flying, and 
then on through the various steps of his Aretic and Antarctic expeditions. $2.50 


MODERN LIBRARY REPRINTS ~ September 27 


Steinbeck, John TORTILLA FLAT Random House 
Thoreau, Henry David WALDEN AND OTHER WRITINGS Random House 
Woolf, Virginia TO THE LIGHTHOUSE Random House 
Each $.95 
Bury, J. B. A HISTORY OF GREECE Random House 
$1.25 
Novemb=r 10 
Dos Passos, John THE 42ND PARALLEL Random House 


Calverton, V.F., ed. THE MAKING OF SOCIETY: An Outline of Sociology Random House 
Each $95 

Dostoyevsky, Fyodor THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV . Random House 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel COMPLETE NOVELS and SELECTED TALES Random House 

Bach $1.25 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 













Page 
Mullen, B. ~ LIFE IS MY ADVENTURE (Coward, McCann) Price from $2.85 to $2.50 324 
Binkley, W.E. - THE POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT (Doubleday,Doran) from 10/8 to 10/22 385 
Braune, A. ~ HONEY CHILE (Doubleday, Doran) from 9/10 to 9/24 307 
Curie, Eve ~ MADAME CURIE (Doubleday, Doran) from 10/29 to 11/26 380 
Elliott, B. - TIMOTHY TITUS (Doubleday, Doran) from 9/24 to 10/22 334 
Tarkington, B.— RUMBIN GALLERIES (Doubleday, Doran) from 11/5 to 10/29 373 
Benet, S.V. - THIRTEEN O(CLOCK (Farrar & Rinehart) from 10/11 to 10/18 406 
Morgan, B. B. - LITTLE TOWN (Farrar & Rinehart) from 10/11 to 10/18 406 
Adamic, L. - THE HOUSE IN ANTIGUA (Harper) from 9/8 to 9/22 2E6 


























Bromfield, L. - THE RAINS CAME (Harper) Erratum - Reported as serialized under 
the title of BITTER LOTUS. This book has not been serialized. 9372 


Johnson, G. W.-— A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC (Harper) Price from $2.00 to $1.50 294 
Propper, M. - THE GREAT INSURANCE MURDERS (Harper) from 10/6 to 9/22 351 
Cloete, S. ~ THE TURNING WHEELS (Houghton, Mifflin) Postponed to late October 

Book of the Month Club selection 344 
Lawson, V. ~ SWIM (Lippincott) Change title from SWIM to SWIMMING. Change 

date from 9/16 to 9/30 354 
Gere, F. K. ~- ONCE UPON A TIME IN EGYPT (Longmans, Green) from 9/2 to 10/6 369 
Horowitz & Sparkes - TOWERS OF NEW YORK (Simon & Schuster) from early October 

to 10/15/37 384 
Rosanov, S. ~ THE ADVENTURES OF MISHA (Stokes) Postponed indefinitely 427 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - OCTOBER 1 to OCTOBER 15 


October 1 ~ Byrd, R.D. ~ EXPLORING WITH BYRD (Putnam) 424 
- Morris, H. - THE LONG VIEW (Putnam) 348 

October 4 - Undset, S. - THE FAITHFUL WIFE (Knopf) 316 
October 5 - Challis, G. - THE GOLDEN KNIGHT (Greystone) 410 
: - Robertson, E. A. — THAMES PORTRAIT (Macmillan) 329 
October 6 - Bromfield, L. ~ THE RAINS CAME (Harper) 372 
~ Pilgrim, D. - SO GREAT A MAN (Harper) 256 

October 7 - Abbes, P. & R. & J. — OF ALL PLACES (Stokes) 353 
~ Brooks,R.&.»F-WHEN LABOR ORGANIZES ( Yale) 385 

October 8 ~ Baptist, R. H. — A CARGO OF PARROTS (Little, Brown) 406 
- Benton, T. -— AN ARTIST IN AMERICA (McBride) 353 

N-5 ~ Pottle, F. A. — BOSWELL AND THE GIRL FROM BOTANY BAY (Viking) 383 

- Strauss, Theo. — NIGHT AT HOGWALLOW (Little, Brown) 275 

- Wodehouse, P. G. — SUMMER MOONSHINE (Doubleday, Doran) 316 

October 13 - Fowler, G. ~ SALUTE TO YESTERDAY (Random House) 350 
- Kroll, H. H. - I WAS A SHARE CROPPER (Bobbs, Merrill) 384 

~ Storrs, R. — MEMOIRS (Putnam) 412 

-~ Wickenden, Dan - THE RUNNING OF THE DEER (Morrow) 350 

- Young, F. B. - THEY SEEK A COUNTRY (Reynal 6 Hitchcock) 372 

- Pareless, John - CERISTOPNEP MARLOWE (Morrow) 364 


! 


Raymond, E. - THE MARSH (Stokes) 350 


¢ October 14 


Please Add These Titles To Your September 15 to October 1 Calendar 







September 24 - Walpole, HE. - JOHN CORNELIUS (Doubleday, Doran ) 279 
September 27 ™ Landau, Capt. Henry - THE ENEMY WITHIN (Putnam) 412 
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FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Hubner, Paul DOGS AT PLAY Dutton 


This is a picture book which very small children will enjoy from the angle 
of recognizing familiar friends in the dog photographs, but which in conception is 
really directed to older picture book enthusiasts. An album of dogs playing all sorts 
of games. The reproduction is not wholly successful. (Octcber 10) $1.00 


Broadsides THERE WAS AN OLD WOMAN WHO LIVED IN A SHOE Holiday House 
LITTLE JACK HORNER 


Nursery decorations in a now familiar and popular series of broadsides. 
The nursery rhyme in big type with each incident illustrated in postery style. Jack 
Horner has one larger picture at the top of the sheet. (Published) Each — $%,.50 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE-STORY-BOOKS 


Munro, Jock CATHERINE CATERPILLAR Farrar & Rinehart 


Simple text, with fact behind the story of the caterpillar who had two 
ambitions, - to be beautiful and to fly ~ and of how they came about. Companion 
volume to Busy Bee - so you know your probable market. Conflict with Zatie Cater- 
pillar on Oxford's list; this seems simpler and more childlike. (Published) $1.00 


Jones, Elizabeth Orton DAVID Macmillan 

* A reverent and beautiful rendering of the story of David, with full page 
illustrations recalling the type of work in The First Bible, etc. Flat book, in 
picture book format. The author has done the illustrating. (October 12) $1.75 
Fish, Helen Dean - collected by FOUR AND TWENTY BLACKBIRDS Stokes 
* An important contribution to every well-equipped nursery, and a must book 


for nursery schools and kindergartens. Here are collected the less familiar nursery 
rhymes, those many of us had sung to us it childhood, and have tried vainly to lo- 
cate ever since we grew up. Here they are ~ words and music —- and illustrated by 
Robert Lawson. (October 7) $1.50 


Leach, Aroline MR. BRADLEY'S CAR Stokes 


It's an idiotic book, but a chuckly one, and if it happens to strike right 
might just chance the sort of popularity of /unket Is Nice, though in quality it 
doesn't come into the same class. The drawings by Angela are a bit crude. Watch 
it! In text and pictures it tells about Mr. Wilson who picked up the pieces and 
drove away with the car. (September 16) $1.00 


~ 428 - 
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Bemelmans, Ludwig THE CASTLE NO. 9 Viking 






* Bemelmans has a unique gift for absurdity in a unique form. This is a 
colorful picture story book of the perfect man servant who was engaged by a slightly 
eccentric owner of a castle who renamed everything, with the result that his castle 
was burned to the ground before his needs could be interpreted. Enchanting pictures, 
in and through the text. Pictures and text by the author of Hansi. Junior Literary 
Guild selection. (October 25) $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Bourgeois, Florence PETER, PETER, PUMPKIN GROWER Doubleday, Doran 


A small boy was sure he could eat all the pumpkin pies that a field of 
pumpkins could provide, but by the time he had planted the seeds, raised the pumpkins, 
and sold them for more than enough to buy a bicycle, the bicycle was much more im— 
portant than the pies. Good vocabulary for beginners, with a story to carry them 


along. And plenty of pictures by the author. (@etovEer “vor $1.25 
he 1) — 

vance, Marguerite MARTA Harper 

* Companion volume to Star For Hansi, with pictures by Mildred Boyle. A 


charming and appealing story of a little peasant girl and the gifts she took to the 
child at the castle. A story with a moral — but not too obviously told. (Gevtoter” 


BO VAR TD) ote > em ia $1.00 


Teichner, Miriam THE KNITTING GRASSHOPPER Holt 


I suppose miniature live things have eternal fascination for children, and 
on that basis this story may appeal. It is so unconvincingly told, however, that it 
would take a most unmodern child to swallow it. Four children find a grasshopper 
whose toadstool performs the same miracle as the famous one in Alice,and they cap— 
ture some menagerie animals for two nights and a day. And almost get into trouble 


thereby. (October 21) $1.50 
Brooks, Walter R. THE CLOCKWORK TWIN Knopf 
* Walter Brooks has a following, and for those of us who joined the ranks 


with To and Again or Freddy the Detective, each successive 3rooks' book is welcomed 
with joy. They have been uneven - this is one of the good ones, with many of the 
old familiar animal characters, and an original story of a mechanical boy. Illus- 
trated. (October 25) $2.00 


Macdonald, Zillah kK. THE TIN TIN CAR Penn 


I liked Two in Patches, I like this. And in both books, the car is the 
central character. This time it is a rattletrap that has been abused by the woman 
who peddled tinware, and the old car takes things into its own hands, finds a family 
it likes and moves in on them. It is fun - and a nice sort of absurdity. Illustrated. 
(October ?) $1.50 


4 
*% ® fs 


oN\ , % 
RE 
Rosanov, Sergei Can ADVENTURES OF MISHA Stokes 
This is a translation from the Russian, and a story of a small bey in Russia 
today, of how he and his father lost each other at the railway station, and of how 
Misha found out about all sorts of things in his venturing into unknown places, before 
he and his family made connections again. The story seems rather artificial in the 


telling - perhaps the fault of translation. Illustrated by A. Mogilevsky. (October 
7) $1.50 


























September 15, 1937 JUVENILE BOOKS - yy 


Gay, Zhenya SAKIMURA Viking 


a This for all ages who like Siamese cats. In addition for all Zhenya Gay 

collectors ~ her books have definite collectors' value already. Exquisite pictures 
and a slight story of a Siamese cat that went out to look for a companion. (October 
4) $1.50 


Seuss, Dr. AND TO THINK THAT I SAW IT ON MULBERRY STREET Vanguard 


I really don't think this is a juvenile at all. But since it is being sold 
as such, I suppose it belongs here, for it is at this particular age that telling tall 
tales becomes a favorite sport. A small boy has promised not to tell lies. And this 
is the story of a story and how it grew. The underlying humor is quite adult. (Sept- 
ember 28) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Peattie, Donald Culross A CHILD'S STORY OF THE WORLD Simon & Schuster 
Fron the Earliest Days to Our Oun Time 


Peattie could not do anything inartistically, and the manner of this - and 
the decorative friezes and pictures by Naomi Averill will carry a somewhat patterned 
text. An adroit piece of selection, for he has managed to touch the peaks and convey 
in surprisingly brief space a sense of the sweep of time. But section by section, the 
story lacks color and would touch the imagination of few children. A book that night 


be more successful if uged with children. Junior Literary Guild. (Octverer 47) $2.50 
“API 
37 
Lathrop, Dorothy, Illustrator ANIMALS OF THE BIBLE Stokes 
* This promises to be one of the important ¢ift books for Christmas. Helen 


Fish has selected from the King James version of the Bible those animal stories that 
would interest children particularly, and Dorothy Lathrop has drawn some cf her ex- 
quisite, imaginative pictures. (October 7) $2.00 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 
Huntington, Frances Carpenter TALES OF A CHINESE GRANDMOTHER Doubleday, Doran 


One of the most successful of the series, particularly in the way the way 
the author has woven the life and customs and traditions of Chinese life into the 
connecting links between the skilful rendering of old legends and stories. A book 
that will interest children whose mechanical ability is not quite up to the vocab- 
ulary — hence its inelusion under this heading. Illustrated by Malthe Hasselriis. 
(October 22) $2.50 


Farjeon, Eleanor MARTIN PIPPIN IN THE DAISY FIELD Stokes 


This applies also to this second Martin Pippin book. The stories and leg-— 
ends he tells the little girls in the daisy field are younger in appeal than those 
in the early volume, but Eleanor Farjeon's style is not levelled down to younger 
readers, who would enjoy it if read to them. There is a quiet humor and a charm of 


rhythmic prose and verse that needs adult interpretation. (October 7) $2.50 
Seredy, Kate THE WHITE STAG Viking 
* The third of the "read aloud books" is ~ in our opinion — the finest of 


them all. Kate Seredy has a magic sense of story, 2 manner of telling that seems 
instinctive of the content, and her illustrations are perfect interpretation of the 
text. In this new book, she retells legends and history of her native Hungary, and 
the migrations of the Magyars and Huns from Asia to Furope. (October 2) $2.00 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Morris, Rhoda BAD PENNY Little, Brown 


There seems to be a reversal of the old pattern in this story of a little 
Indian girl who is carried away from her people by her white father, and -— with his 
death - more or less forced upon a white family, where she struggles to overcome her 
unhappiness and homesickness and to learn new ways. The story has a certain value in 
its picture of pioneer life from a somewhat different angle, but it seems rather arti- 
ficial in the telling, and not a book which would appeal automatically to youngsters. 
(October 11) $1.75 


Watkins, L. A. RHUMBO Macrae Smith 


An incredible story of a little rich boy who demanded an elephant - and got 
it, with all the trappings and an Indian mahout as well. Of how he found the elephant 
valuable in helping the harvesters, and of how the elephant saved his life. (October 





18) $2.00 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth ALICE ALL BY HERSELF Macmillan 
* A might-—be-true story (I wonder if it is drawn from fact?) of a child of 


this century in a Maine seaport town. Episodic, with a quality of reminiscence and 
a charm of universal child understanding. Alice is about ten, and she likes to do 
the things any imaginative, friendly child would like. This tells of her playmates, 
her friends, her school days and holidays, her everyday adventures. Good regional 
material with a realistic quality which sacrifices nothing of Elizabeth Coatsworth's 
story telling powers, imagination or quiet humor. Illustrated by Marguerite de 
Angeli. (October ?) $2.00 


Hader, Berta & Elmer TOMMY THATCHER GOES TO smn! Macmillan 


Macmillan seems to be going in for Maine stories, for here is another one, 
this time about a small boy who goes from New York City to live with his grandparents 
in Maine, and finds that he has to learn all sorts of things over again. His grand- 
father is wholly ship-minded, so Tommy learns fast to speak and think in terms of the 
sea - and he finds that it is in his blood as well. I've not seen the illustrations 
as yet. The Haders do such delightful animals and costume things, and - so far — 
such jisappointing modern American small boys and girls, that I have my fingers 


crossed. (October 12) $2.00 


More, Blanche Rebecca KIT COTTAGE Penn 


beat 
One is quite convinced that any normal little girl could be quite so reg- 
imented as Kit under her uncle's program. But her break-away, and her learning what 


it means to count pennies makes entertaining - even if unconvincing — reading. 


(October ?) $2.00 


Cobb, Bertha B. & Ernest ANITA Putnam 


On the ground that this is an authentic picture of the life of a child in 
a mining town in Colorado, it may fill a need. But the method of telling the story, 
through the words of the child herself, results in inconsistences of expression and 
interpretation that weakens its fundamental interest and value. Illustrated by photo- 
graphs, and line drawings. A book for limited market, though Putnam has done ex-— 
ceedingly well with such factual, personal experience books as the David Putnam 


books, etc. (Published) $2.00 


Bodkin, M. THE TREASURE OF THE MOUNTAIN Stackpole 


A mediocre adventure story of Ireland, and of the search for a treasure 
mysteriously hidden by an old store-keeper for whom the hero of the story works. 


Third rate story, and format which seems to place it in a past generation. (October 
$1.50 


18) 























September 15, 1937 JUVENILE BOOKS - 430 - 


Franke, S., translated from the Dutch 
THE LAST OF THE ZUIDER ZEEE Stackpole 


A fairly successful picturing of the life of a Dutch boy and his friends of 
the island of Urk. The fishing life is threatened, and the boys are making the most 
of the last days, and one follows their daily round of work and play, adventure and 
mischief, the experience of the fishing cruise, and at the end Jawek's departure for 
life on a herring lugger. Modern Holland, realistically shown. [llustrated. (October 
18) $2.00 


Hoffman, Eleanor MELIKA AND HER DONKEY Stokes 


A story of a little donkey of North Africa, of the loving care of his early 
months, of the enforced sale to a bcy who abuses and misuses him, of his rescue by 
the American with the animal hospice. Through the story of the donkey, a good deal 


is told of nomadic and city life. Illustrated by K. 0. S. (September 16) $1.75 
Parton, Ethel VINNY APPLEGAY Viking 
™ This has much of the charm and very special quality of Roller Skates, by 


Ruth Sawyer, this year's Newbery winner. In story form, Ethel Parton has recaptured 
her childhood, when she lived near Stuyvesant Square, New York, just after the Civil 
War, with an uncle and another bachelor, and had some exciting adventures with chil- 
dren of the neighborhood and with her own new-found cousins... Illustrated by Margaret 
Platt, (October 25) $2.00 


Compilation from STORY PARADE: Red Book Winston 


Story Parade is a comparatively new venture in the field of children's 
magazines, and this, the second selection of stories, factual material, little plays 
and poetry, would seem to indicate that they are securing good material of a reason- 
ably high quality and with a goodly share of established writers. (October 2) $2.00 


; FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Laing, Alexander SAILING IN Farrar & Rinehart 
The Stereo-Book of Ships 


The play book element of this new series will be its determining factor 
in sales. With the series already launched you doubtless have sounded out your own 
market. In content, this seems a better book than the first. In the story of a boy 
landing in New York and with time on his hands before he can meet his uncle. Laing 
has worked in all sorts of facts about New York's waterfront sights. (November ?) 
$2.00 


Singer, Caroline ¢% ALI LIVES IN IRAN Holiday House 
Baldridge, C. LeRoy 


One can count on beauty of format from Holiday House, particularly when 
LeRoy Baldridge has a hand in it. And this story of the country many of us know as 
Persia is an interesting attempt (not wholly successful) to teach a lesson in the 
breaking down of religious and racial barriers through the children. There is not 
as much of the life and customs as one hopes for. (October 9) $1.75 





Klep, Rolf ALBUM OF THE GREAT Knopf 


Can't see a place for this. A pieture book of modern portraits of great 
figures in history, literature, the arts, etc. Woven together with brief sketches 
of their lives accompanying each picture. Juvenile appeal questionable. (September 
20) $2.00 
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Gall, Alice & Crew, Fleming EACH IN HIS WAY Oxford 


Collection of true stories of famous animals in history, legend, society, 
with the contributions they have made. Varying in interest, but a worthwhile selec- 
tion, including such different creatures as Comanche, Custer's horse, Jumbo, the 
Barnum and Bailey elephant, Polorous Jack, the dolphin pilot, Barry, the famous St. 
Bernard hero, the dog who did his part in establishing the Seeing Eye over here, 
Cher Ami, the carrier pigeon who saved the Lost Battalion, etc. Drawings by Kurt 
Wiese. (October 21) $2.00 


Hekking, Johanna M. PIGTAILS Stokes 


A picture of the life of Chinese youth in a river town in the Yangste 
Valley. In spite of the amount of information, the weaving together seems artificial 
and the interest lags. The material is presented through the round of the Chinese 
year, with customs, traditions and legends introduced. Illustrated. (October 7) 
$2.00 


Grodin, A. J. ALL THE YEAR ROUND Knopf 


An actually original calendar book, in which each month is represented by 
some agricultural phase in one part of the country or another. ‘Two pages of illus-— 
trations, two pages of descriptive text, tracing not only the immediate month's oc- 
cupation but the general information regarding the process, whether it be maple sugar 
or oranges or cotton. Not an easy book to sell, but should be brought to attention 
of schools and public libraries, where display should arouse general interest. 
(September 20) $2.00 


Bailey, Carolyn S. TOPS AND WHISTLES Viking 


* Along the lines of Children of the Handcrafts, though one feels that the 
limitation of the subject matter to toys makes it a less vitally important book. It 
is an enlightening picture of our early days, when corncob dolls, toy whistles, pew-— 
ter dishes for dolls, primitive dolls' houses and so on could bear so vital a part 
in our frontier life. The material is handled as in the other book, through true 
stories (or true to all intents) of children who had the toys. A definite contribu- 
tion to social and historical background literature for young readers. Illustrated. 
(October 25) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fictton 


Thomas, Genethe MICHEL'S SINGING SWORD Holt 


Adventure romance of the days of King Philip of France and the period 
following the death of Richard the Lion-hearted. Michel discovers his parenthood 
and is given the charge of the singing sword, the rescue of his imprisoned mother, 
and the tracing of the father she believes still alive. Somewhat overlarded with 
adventure and the long arm of coincidence overtaxed, but good atmosphere and meticu— 
lous attention to factual details of the period. Illustrated. (October 21) $2.00 


Irwin, Grace UNDER SUMMER SKIES Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


There is the same sparkle in the central figure, first encountered in Little 
Miss Redhead, in this story of the summer at the piace on the lake where a steady in- 
flux of guests left both Flopsy and her mother breathless. But one cannot feel the 
present book makes anything like the contribution Little Htss Redhead did to pictures 
American life. [It is too bad that Miss Irwin has left the public school setting in 
which she is preeminent, for the routine summer vacation story which seems more or 
less stereotyped. Flopsy seems distinctly younger than in the other book, possibly 
because of the impression conveyed by the illustrations. (Published) $1.50 
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Gaither, Frances LITTLE MISS CAPPO Macmillan 


An unusual story of a little Alabama girl, brought up on a plantation with 

a great many brothers, well over 100 years ago, and of her precipitate introduction 
to a strict Moravian boarding school, where all her natural impulses are frowned 

upon. A new facet of the boarding school picture, extremely well done. (October 19) 

$2.00 


Kelly,Eric P. TREASURE MOUNTAIN Macmillan 


Quite apart from Bric Kelly's stories of other days and times, this is a 
story of modern times in our own southwest, of a search for treasure three youngsters 
ventured upon during a round-up, and of the adventures they fell into and the sights 
borrowed from the past that they witnessed. Not up to his best work, but better than 


the conventional western adventure story. (October 19} $2.50 
Lenski, Lois A-~GOING TO THE WESTWARD Stokes 
* Among a wide choice of pioneering stories, this seems fuller and richer in 


substance than most of them. Betsy shares the happenings on the trek by covered 
wagon from Connecticut to Ohio, and has some adventures of her own when she gets left 
behind. There is more of ways of life, perhaps, because the country through which 
they passed was more populated and there were occasional towns en route; there is 

less of the open trail, and nothing of Indian raids. A note of authenticity in handl- 
ing of detail. (October 7) $2.00 


FOT THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Won-Fiction 
Rounds, Glen LUMBER CAMP Holiday House 


Inside factual picture of the break in of a greenhorn into the rough ways 
of a lumber camp. Told in the vernacular, and rather amateurishly at that. Can't 
see that it carries through. It fits neither into the true story bracket, nor into 
the tall story class. It doesn't carry over as factual information, in spite of the 
amount of factual information scattered through it. The humor is not juvenile and 
this carries for the pictures as well. Illustrated by the author. (October 2) $2.00 


Wheeler, Benson @ MY BROTHER WAS MOZART Holt 
Purdy, Claire Lee 


* A delightful recapturing of the spirit and times of Mozart, in a story of 
the friendship between a boy and the old, old lady who was Mozart's sister. Again 
and again, while teaching him to play Mozart's compositions as they were intended 

to be played, she gives him bits of Mozart's checkered life, from memories of his 
early childhood, to his poverty-stricken and early death....Mistakenly, we announced 
that Ezekiel was the winner of the Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation award (see page 
3893). That was not an entry in the contest. This book ~ MY BROTHER WAS MOZART - was 
the winner.....Illustrated by Theodore Nadejen. A book for schools and libraries, as 
well as for general reading interest. (October 21) $2.00 


Salt, Harriet MIGHTY ENGINEERING FEATS : Penn 


Good factual content in succession of episodes in American engineering his- 
tory. Railroad, bridges, tunnels, dams have helped make our country. I have never 
happened to see the paralleling of the stories of the transcontinental railroads 
handled quite so dramatically, for instance. A good job. Interest from 12 up — with 
definite value among vocational books for boys interested in engineering. (Published) 


$2.50 
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Buck, Frank ON JUNGLE TRAILS | Stokes 


* Tt's not particularly original material, but it is very,well done and a 
good selection from the point of view of interest and variety. Buck tells of the 
different experiences to demonstrate methods of capturing animals alive, - lions, 
leopards, reptiles, orang-utang and sc cn. He manages to convey the feel of the 


jungle and his own ideals of his work. Illustrated by photographs. (September 16) 
$1.75 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 





Mayer, Albert I. DEFENSE Of THE CASTLE Harper 


A story of medieval times in the tradition of Otto of the Silver Hand. 
Good historical adventure, which gives a vivid picture of methods of sie¢e and war- 
fare, and has an interesting sidelight on methods of communication through falcons 
and carrier pi¢eons. The quality of the story lies in the substance and the factual 
background and the plot, rather than the characters which are pretty thin. The Henry 


Pitz illustrations add to the authenticity and color. (October 20) ~ $2.00 
Ross, M. I. WHITE WIND Harper 
* Tt really is too bad that M. I. Ross can't join an Antarctic expedition, 


for she certainly is keyed to the spirit of it, from every angle, and conveys more 
sense of reality than many actual explorers. This new book comes closer to the sheer 
delight of South of Zero than anything she has done since. Grand adventure, good 
characterization, particularly in the build-up of the feud between Jerry and Reub, 

a rarely subtle humor. All in all, good reading, and an ideal bridging book for 
those problem boys who can't be weaned from series books. (Qcteber-oc.) Apteme7 $2.00 


J/Q=-! 
Hewes, Agnes Danforth THE GOLDEN SLEEVE Doubleday, Doran 
* Here's another book which might fit into the same catecory, for it too 


could be su¢¢gested as a good adventure yarn for boys who want exciting westerns. 
Quite a departure from her customary vein of historical background adventure, such 
as Spice and the Devil's Cave. There is no informational side to this, simply a mys- 


a lost spring, a quarrel over water rights and a Lost pocket 


terious disappearance, 
But she writes 


of gold. The build-up of the story is better than the denouement. 


well and the interest is sustained throughout. Illustrated by H. M. Stoops. (Oct- 

ober %) $2.00 
v4 

Skelton, Charles L. RIDING WEST Macmillan 


Another Pony Express one, and not up to some of the others (Hildegarde 
Hawthorne's, for instance). One feels that adventure has taken precedence over fact, 
and questions the casualness with which untrained riders were taken on. However, it 


conveys the spirit of the great adventure, and is good reading. Illustrated. 

(October ?) $2.00 
Morrison, Lucile THE LOST QUEEN OF EGYPT Stokes 
* This with the two books on Longmans list this season, rounds out a fairly 


comprehensive picture of life and customs in early Egypt. Frankly fiction, this is 
the imagined story of the child bride of Tutankhamon, the life at court, the intrigue 
surrounding the question of succession and power. Adults will find it very enlight- 


ening and good entertainment, and I feel it ranks high among the season's historical 
fiction for older boys and girls. (September 16) 


$2450 
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Bronte, Charlotte JANE EYRE ; (Oo 8 Oxford 







Tllustrated by Helen Sewell 
* This need not be limited to a juvenile sale, It is a beautirul gift book 
edition of the famous novel, a favorite of this gifted artist who has been working 
on it for years. A fine piece of bookmaking. (October 21) $3.00 (?) 



























ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Fiction 
Tarkington, Booth RUMBIN GALLERIES Doubleday, Doran 
. (Tarkington is one of those authors that young people enjoy as much as 


their elders. For full report of this, see page 372). Here is told through the 
central character of Mr. Rumbin, small time art dealer with a big heart and great 
ambitions and uncanny knowledge of people's weaknesses and foibles, the story of 
the creation of the art galleries of which he dreamed. Slim love story woven into 
it. (October 29) $2.50 


Lafarge, Oliver THE ENEMY GODS Houghton, Mifflin 


(For full report see page 273). A story of the effect of white “civiliza— 
tion" on a Navajo boy, taken by force to a government school at six, and after ten 
years exposed again to the customs and traditions of his people, with resultant con- 
fusion and disintegration. A book for older boys and girls seriously interested in 
the social problems of the Indian. (October 19) $2.50 


Thomason, John W. Jr. GONE TO TEXAS Scribner 


(For full report see page 375)..Go0od adventure yarn, with some romance. 

' The period is post Civil War, and the story is told against the tackground of mili- 
tary life, with nice humorous touches, and the conflict between the Southern sym- 
pathies and the convictions of a youth who served in the Union Army. (Late Sept-— 
ember) $2.75 





Non-Fiction 


Coolidge, Dane TEXAS COWBOYS Dutton 


Picture of the cowboy of the past, showing his daily routine, his work, 
‘his play, the songs he sang, the stories he told. Authentic material. (October 
11) $2.50 


Banning, Kendall WEST POINT TODAY Funk & Wagnalls 


Factual information on cadet life, regulations for plebs, training, social 
requirements, and so on. Descriptions of buildings and ground. Stories of famous 
men. Cadet slang. Excellent book for boy heading toward army. (October %,) $2.50 








Lawson, Victor 


SWIMMING 
A how-to-do book, clear, stroke by stroke description. Home exercises. 


Fundamentals of breathing. Standard strokes. Diving. Beach exercises. Water 


sports. (For full report see page 254). ( Reted=inodred) $1.50 
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TEACHERS AND PARENTS:~ Please note in this issue - page 420 the following title 





Lippincott 







. Prank, Josette WHAT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN Doubleday, Doran 
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